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ABSTRACT: The Church of Almighty God is a Chinese new religious movement that has been
mentioned by Japanese media for its persecution in China, fake news spread about alleged crimes it
committed, and refugee issues in Japan. 7%e Journal of CESNUR publishes texts and documents that
may help Japanese scholars understanding the issue, and assist at the same time those making decisions
on asylum seekers.
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The Journal of CESNUR publishes its first issue in Japanese. It is a
monographic issue devoted to a Chinese Christian new religious movement, The
Church of Almighty God, with a substantial section of documents.

We decided to publish this particular issue in Japanese due to the interest
surrounding The Church of Almighty God in Japan. There are three reasons for
this interest. First, reports about massive persecution and torture in China of
members of that Church have reached also some Japanese media. In many
respects, The Church of Almighty God is the new Falun Gong. It is considered
today by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) as the quintessential “evil cult” to
eradicate, and as a serious threat to the regime. Those arrested are in the
hundreds of thousands, those tortured in the tens of thousands, with frequent
reports of extra-judicial killings and organ harvesting (Respinti 2019).
Significantly, the U.S. Department of State in the section on China of its annual
report on human rights, released on March 13, 2019, mentioned The Church of
Almighty God, together with Falun Gong and the Uyghur Muslims, among the
main victims of torture by CCP (U.S. Department of State 2019, 4).
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Second, The Church of Almighty God is sensationalized in media reports,
including in Japan, not only because of the persecution but also because it is
accused of crimes, including the homicide of a woman in a McDonald’s diner in
Zhaoyuan, Shandong, in 2014. Scholars in the West have studied these
accusations and concluded they are fake news fabricated by the CCP to justify the
persecution. But these scholarly works are not well-known in Japan, and certainly
the general public has an easier access to sensational media accounts. One article
in this issue deals with the fake news, and two others with specific false
accusations: one with the McDonald’s case, and one with the frequently heard,
but inaccurate, claim that The Church of Almighty God is “against the family.”
These texts are introduced by a general, short introduction to the Church’s
history, theology, and activities.

Third, Japan has a humanitarian problem connected with the presence of
refugees from The Church of Almighty God who escaped China. As of February
2019, 281 refugees from the Church are seeking asylum in Japan. None of their
requests has been granted. Japan has a well-known problem with asylum seekers
in general. According to the Japan Times,in 2017 Japan received 19,628 asylum
requests, and only 20 were accepted (Osumi 2018).

At the 40th session of the United Nations’ Human Rights Council (25
February-22 March 2019), the French NGO CAP-LC (Coordination des
associations et des particuliers pour la liberté de conscience), which is among the
NGOs accredited at the United Nations” Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC), submitted a written statement protesting the situation of the CAG
refugees in Japan, published on the United Nations’ official Web site (CAP-LC
2019), and translated into Japanese and published in this issue of 7%e Journal of
CESNUR. An oral discussion followed (Mirre 2019).

The general issue of refugees in Japan is immensely complicated (Siddikoglu
2017; Chen 2017), and cannot be solved by scholars of religions. However, in
the case of The Church of Almighty God, the fact that this Church is not well-
known, while fake news about it are widely present on the Web, certainly makes
the situation of its refugees in Japan even more difficult. To help those who take
decisions about asylum seekers in Japan, we have translated into Japanese several
important documents that have been used as evidence in cases in other countries

and have often led to decisions granting asylum to members of The Church of
Almighty God.
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The question whether scholars of religion, and in particular scholars of new
religious movements may or should engage in advocacy has been widely discussed
(Richardson 1996; Introvigne 2014). It is the position of 7he Journal of
CESNUR that advocacy in the shape of providing objective information to legal
and political decision-makers is legitimate. In issues involving refugees, it may
even become morally necessary. The case of the refugees of The Church of
Almighty God in Japan is an eloquent example. As examples of refugees members
of the same Church in other countries demonstrate, asylum seekers from The
Church of Almighty God who are deported back to China are arrested, sentenced,
and often tortured. Academics cannot just sit idle when information they are able
to provide may avoid these tragedies and save human lives.
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